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Cases of sexual assault in colleges are a moral problem in the whole of the United States. The Jeanne Clery Act requires all federally funded colleges and universities to assemble and disclose campus crime information on a yearly basis that includes sexual misconduct (JJAY, 2025). This law defines sexual assault as rape, fondling, incest, and statutory rape (JJAY, 2025). The sexual assault statistics for Rutgers University–Newark (RU-N) can be found at https://ipo.rutgers.edu/rupd/crime-stats-newark, published annually by the Rutgers University Police Department (RUPD). The aim of this paper is to discuss these figures and draw comparisons with those of another university in New Jersey, the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT), a few blocks away in Newark.
The latest reports covering the incidents reveal 4 cases of rape and 3 instances of fondling in the RU-N during the year 2022 (Rutgers University, 2025). The number decreased in 2023, with 2 cases of rape and 1 fondling reported in the year 2023. In the case of 2024, the numbers were similar, with 2 rape cases and 2 fondling cases as per the reports (Rutgers University, 2025). While the reported numbers of cases by RU-N are low, the national statistics reveal that 13 percent of on-campus college students experience rape or sexual assault, and only 5% of rapes and sexual assault cases against women are reported to law enforcement (Coursey, 2025; KMD Law, 2022). These numbers highlight that while the numbers reported by RU-N might not be presenting the ground reality and the actual cases might significantly be higher than the recorded numbers.
In case of a comparison between RU-N and NJIT, the annual security report of which can be found at the site https://www.njit.edu/publicsafety, the figures are not much different, with a slight larger amount at NJIT. In 2021, 2 rapes and 2 cases of fondling were reported, with 2 rapes and 1 fondling in 2022, and only 1 rape and 0 fondling in 2023 (Kesselman, 2024). RU-N consistently hit equal or larger numbers in the last few years that may be attributed to the fact that RU-N had a greater student population, more awareness campaigns that encourage reporting, or maybe more incidences.
Overall, the figures might not sound high, but statistics reveal that sexual assault is one of the most misreported crimes in the country. Lots of victims do not come forward due to fear, shame, or mistrust of the system. This implies that the actual number of attacks that occur at the college is probably far more than is documented.  In general, all these numbers indicate that sexual violence remains an issue on college campuses, and even in smaller urban universities. RU-N and NJIT should also keep investing in prevention programs, resources available to survivors, and ready-to-be-reported systems to be more protective of their students.
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