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Paper 2: Sugar
	The intersectional reality of Black womanhood is exposed through the intricate social forces at play in Bigelow, Arkansas in the novel Sugar by Bernice L. McFadden. The novel is an intersectional text of great depth, that explores how racism and sexism, in this case, misogynoir, the discrimination of black women, in particular, works and functions within marginalized communities. McFadden shows that oppressive systems of power do not inherently need the physical presence of its traditional architects; sexism can survive without men, and racism can dictate lives without the presence of white people. The novel explains how Black women negotiate, internalize, and eventually oppose these highly entrenched systems (McFadden). 
	Misogynoir is the key to the way in which Sugar is received in Bigelow. With her a history of trauma, sex work, and unapologetic agency, Sugar arrives in town and is immediately disruptive to the town, with its strict, patriarchal moral code. More importantly, the most ferocious policing of the actions and physique of Sugar is not by men, but by the rest of the Black community in the area (McFadden). The women of Bigelow who attend church turn weaponry against Sugar and project their own internalized sexism on to Sugar. They isolate her because of her blatant sexuality, and this plays the patriarchal role of controlling the female bodies without the male necessarily uttering a word. This horizontal oppression emphasizes the way in which patriarchal norms are assimilated and implemented by women to preserve a social status. Sugar has to find her way in the world where her identity as a Black woman could be used as an object of moral condemnation even among her peers (McFadden). 
	The way in which Sugar negotiates these subjugatory systems is first characterized by a protective seclusion. She anticipates the rejection and as a result, she bends in the scandalous persona that the town will attribute to her and uses her sexuality and brashness as a shield against their judgment. But this isolation is a trauma reaction as opposed to real liberation. Moreover, the novel also examines how racism and its byproducts, including colorism, classism, and the politics of respectability, trickle down into the Black community with no white antagonists. Bigelow serves as a microcosm where the hierarchies of white supremacy have been absorbed. The harsh judgment of the community towards Sugar is connected with the fact that she did not possess social pedigree and does not want to be assimilated into the sterilized version of black womanhood that the white community is promoting (McFadden). The trauma experienced by Sugar as a child and her further life decisions are perceived through the unforgiving lens which deprives her of the grace and protection that were historically taken away by Black girls. The way in which the townspeople treat Sugar can be understood as a systemic, internalized anti-Blackness, in which people who do not conform to the rigid standards of respectability are disposed of by their own community as a form of collective self-preservation (McFadden). 
	Despite these suffocating systems, McFadden gives a blueprint of how black women can travel and survive such oppression: through radical solidarity and sisterhood. The changing relationship between Sugar and Pearl Taylor is in direct opposition to the internalized misogynoir of Bigelow. Though Pearl sees Sugar through an identical judgmental lens as the rest of the town initially, she ultimately decides to place empathy over societal expectations. Through friendship, motherly care and understanding of Sugar, Pearl defies the patriarchal and racist set up that tries to keep them apart (McFadden). Their friendship turns into a safe haven where both women are able to recover their wounds; Pearl because of losing her daughter and Sugar because of the lifetime of abuse and alienation she had to endure. 
	Finally, Sugar shows that the most pernicious nature of racism and sexism is that they can establish themselves even among the oppressed community. Nonetheless, McFadden goes on to suggest that the antidote to these ubiquitous systems is the unconditional love and solidarity that is forged among the Black women. With Pearl and Sugar, the novel demonstrates that the only way to navigate systemic oppression is by denying internalized hatred and embracing mutual liberation (McFadden).
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