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Why Students with Learning Disabilities ought not to be held to the same academic standards.
Being a college student with autism, I personally know what it feels like to not learn the same as others. I am also at home, and I like playing basketball, listening to music, and meeting new people, which helps me to remain balanced and motivated. But when I get to the classroom, I am sometimes confronted with challenges that are not well comprehended by many of my peers. To illustrate, it takes me a long time to absorb what I read, and at times I feel so discouraged that I need to reread the work. Although I am a high-functioning person, it does not imply that I find it easy to learn new things. These have been my experiences that have made me understand how education should be fair. Most individuals are of the view that all students ought to be set on the same academic standards, particularly those in college prep classes, as it will lead to equality. Nevertheless, I think that this practice overlooks significant variations in the learning and achievement of students. I believe that based on my personal experience and research, students with learning disabilities ought not to be placed under the same academic standards due to the developmental differences, the need to have accommodations, and the effect of confidence and motivation factors.
To begin with, developmental differences significantly contribute to the way students learn and process information with learning disabilities. Personally, I tend to take up more time in order to grasp the reading assignment or the complicated instructions. It is not due to the fact that I am incapable of doing it, but because my brain perceives things differently. Cai et al. argue that students with conditions (autism, ADHD, dyslexia, and dyscalculia) are, in most cases, faced with the long-term academic and social difficulties that impact their learning (2102). This study is a reflection of what I go through day in and day out. Besides that, Intriago et al. explicate that learning disabilities in particular affect such skills as reading comprehension, writing, and mathematical reasoning, which implies that these students need special assistance in order to achieve success (100). When teachers assume that students such as myself should conform to precisely the same academic standards as those who do not have a learning disability, it puts an unequal situation. It might eventually take me to comprehend the material, however, more time, repetition, and support may be necessary to reach that point. Thus, when all students receive the same standards, developmental differences are disregarded, and such differences do not reflect our abilities.
Secondly, accommodations are necessary for students such as myself, and this demonstrates why the same academic standards are not necessarily fair. Probably one of the greatest accommodations that I depend on is the availability of more time on assignments and tests. Due to the length of time taken to process information, I require more time to read, think, and respond. In the absence of that time, I would probably be rushed as I was doing my work and not doing it to my best ability. According to Kunwar, learning disability students can use modified instructions, assistive technology, and extended time as some of the strategies that can assist them to show their true comprehension (31). These supports are not intended to give an unfair advantage to the students but to give them equal access to learning. In my opinion, accommodations enable me to demonstrate what I really know rather than be evaluated by how quickly I can accomplish something. Had I not been supported in these ways, were I subjected to the same rigorous standards, my work would not show the amount of energy or ability that I have. Rather, it would bring to light the obstacles that I encounter. This is the reason why there should be flexible standards to establish a just academic experience.
Thirdly, the fact that the same academic standards are imposed on me as on other students can impact negatively on feelings of confidence and motivation, which has been the case with me. It has always happened to me that I felt discouraged by the fact that I was unable to keep up with the pace of my classmates. Even when I later realized that I got to certain point after a long journey, I felt that I was lagging behind. At other times, I would get frustrated to the point where I needed to start all over again, which further contributed to the stress. Mayes et al. explain that students with learning disabilities tend to have a mismatch between the potential and the actual performance in school, which can result in frustration and lack of motivation (65). I can identify with this since I know that I have the ability to learn, but it does not necessarily reflect in my work. It may give the impression that we are not good enough, as it may make students like me feel that we have too rigid expectations. Nevertheless, when norms are modified and assistance is given, I become more assured and am ready to continue trying. Such an increase in confidence has a great impact on my overall success and the desire to remain active in school.
Beyond that, my experiences out of the classroom setting, including playing basketball and connecting with people, have made me realize that success has a different face with each person. Not all the players on the basketball court are the same, and yet each individual has his or her contribution. And I envision education similarly. Students are not all the same, and success should be measured based on individual development as opposed to the same level of expectations. Music also makes me focused and relaxed, particularly when I am too upset with schoolwork. These personal sources serve as reminders to me that I can, even when I am facing some academic difficulties that make me question myself. When schools are aware of these differences and support them, they have a higher chance of achieving success in both academic and personal aspects. This goes on to confirm the fact that not every student fits into one standard.
Most believe that every student should be subjected to the same academic standards since it encourages fairness and equips every student to meet the expectations in the real world. I can see the rationale behind this argument, in that it focuses on equality and accountability. But my experience with equality is that equality is not necessarily fair. The assumption of treating all the students as the same does not take into consideration the real challenges that learners with learning disabilities face. Cai and colleagues emphasize that the extent to which students with developmental conditions can achieve long-term outcomes depends on the level of support provided to students (2105). In the absence of accommodations and modified expectations, students such as myself might not be able to perform without any necessary help. The motive of the equal standards could be good, but the effect could be detrimental. True fairness is appreciating the fact that students do not begin at the same point, and they will require varying forms of support in order to succeed. Hence, the modification of academic standards is not a question of decreasing the expectations but of providing equal chances to succeed.
To sum up, I suppose that learning disabled students must not be assessed using the same academic standards as those in the college prep classes. My personal experience as an autistic college student has taught me that developmental differences, the necessity of accommodations, and the resulting effect on confidence all significantly contribute to academic success. Although equal standards may be familiar as a matter of fairness, they fail to consider the difficulties many students have to deal with. Education must be geared towards helping every student to maximize his or her potential rather than trying to shape all students into the same mold. Schools can establish a more inclusive and effective learning environment by providing flexible standards and offering appropriate support. After all, equality in education is not all about treating everyone equally, but rather about providing every student with a chance to achieve success in their way.
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