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White-Collar Crime in Catch Me If You Can
Directed by Steven Spielberg, the 2002 film Catch Me If You Can follows Frank Abagnale Jr., a young con artist who impersonates an airline pilot, a physician, and a lawyer as he cashes millions of fraudulent checks. Although committed by a single individual, Frank’s actions fall into several recognized categories of white-collar crime. Each crime succeeds not through force, but through trust, institutional authority, and the appearance of professionalism.
Crimes Against Consumers
Consumer fraud is the deception aimed at stealing money by misguiding people who lack sufficient information (Crimes Against Consumers" slide 10). As the film progresses, Frank hands out forged Pan Am payroll checks to bank tellers and merchants who take them without suspicion. His pilot uniform and confident demeanor create the impression of a legitimate authority that does not withstand scrutiny. Fraud often operates through implication rather than explicit falsehoods ("Crimes Against Consumers" slide 6).
Unsafe Products
Unsafe product fraud occurs when a product is falsely presented as safe when it actually presents a hidden risk to the consumer (Rosoff et al. 93-97). For example, the forged cheques that Frank had issued were dangerous financial instruments, valid on the surface but harboring the flaws that led to great financial losses to the banks and merchants who had trusted in using the forged cheques. The threat was all concealed beneath an appearance of legitimacy.
Environmental Crime
Environmental crime refers to transferring costs to unsuspecting parties instead of absorbing their burden (Course Lecture Notes, 4/15/2026). Although no clear environmental crime represents a consistent parallel of deception and cost-shifting in the film Frank, it does transfer financial harm to banks and merchants, and profits from this personally. This is the same structural logic applied to corporate environmental misconduct.
Institutional Corruption: Mass Media and Religion
Institutional corruption arises when the trust in established institutions is abused to achieve personal objectives (“Institutional Corruption: Mass Media and Religion,” slide 4). Instead of destroying Pan Am internally, Frank uses the public trust that the airline enjoyed to his own benefit. The uniform itself serves as a marker of legitimate authority and acts as evidence of identity in the eyes of others. The perceived institutional authority frequently causes people to substitute trust for verification, which also underlies the effectiveness of fraud in the spheres of mass media and religion ("Institutional Corruption: Mass Media and Religion" slide 5).
Securities Fraud
Securities fraud is based on the use of false information in systems that rely on accurate valuations (Securities Fraud Addendum, slide 1). The same logic works with the fraudulent checks by Frank.  Every forged instrument is a false claim of financial obligation -a material misstatement that causes banks and enterprises to relinquish material money. According to the course notes, the legal standard is defined as making material misstatements or engaging in a calculable scheme to deceive, which is precisely the approach Frank uses (Securities Fraud Addendum" slide 3). 
Corporate Fraud
Corporate fraud is a misstatement of credentials or institutional identity in order to gain professional or financial advantage (Course Lecture Notes). Frank forged a resume for Harvard Medical School to get a hospital supervisory position. He also forged legal credentials to secure a position in the office of the Louisiana District Attorney. In either scenario, actual institutions were operational decisions made solely according to his fraudulent representations.
Fiduciary Fraud
Fiduciary fraud is a crime of trust whereby an individual acts against those who rely upon their position, with the intent to gain personally. (Course Lecture Notes). The hospital's impersonation by Frank subordinated real patients and medical staff to the mercy of an entirely unqualified person who made actual clinical decisions. This crime can be characterized by hidden self-interest, instead of bad judgment.
Crimes by the Government
State crime is lawful or ethically unclear criminal conduct by government agents (Course Lecture Notes, 3/4/2026). For example, in the firm, the FBI extracted pure labour from Frank as a condition to be released under the supervision of the FBI. This can be considered a morally questionable state power applied to an individual who is still serving his sentence.
Corruption of Public Officials
Public corruption consists of people being abusive with their positions of public trust (Course Lecture Notes, 3/18/2026). Public corruption is a phenomenon that consists of people being abusive with their positions of public trust (Course Lecture Notes, 3/18/2026). Frank gained actual prosecutor power when he infiltrated the office of the Louisiana Attorney General and started attending meetings with the Attorney General and Governor with fraudulent credentials.
Medical Crime
In medicine, medical crime entails exploiting the healthcare system through a lack of qualification or misrepresentation of qualification (White-Collar Crime: Course Lecture Notes). The most obvious instance of this category is Frank's job as a fake doctor. He examines patient records, leads ward rounds, and supervises the interns as though he were fully licensed. What makes medical fraud especially dangerous is that it combines with financial deception and physical risk - the patients seeking care guided by the hands of an incompetent individual are literally in danger ("White-Collar Crime: Course Lecture Notes").
Conclusion
Catch Me If You Can demonstrates that white-collar crimes do not involve the use of violence - they rely on the appearance of legitimacy. Frank Abagnale was successful because no one questioned professional symbols or institutional authority. As the course notes indicate, white-collar crime is systemic in its nature, and the damage it can cause goes far beyond the harm of any single financial victim of the crime.
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